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PAGE 2 EDITORIAL - OPINION 


GOING TOO FAR FOR COMFORT 


DRESS CODE IS 


Like most high 
schools in the United 
States, Northwest has 
a dress code. 

The dress code, 
in my opinion, is too 
strict and some of the 
rules are uncalled for. 

Some of these are not 

legit rules and | would like answers as to why 

some of these rules have been put in place. 

While some students agree with it, other 
students do not. There are things about them 
that, to me, are foolish and have no good 
meaning to them. 

The one that bothers me the most is that 
girls cannot wear any shirts that show their 
shoulders. What is so distracting about a 
shirt that shows a female's shoulders? 

| understand if the shirt shows undergar- 
ments, or shows more skin than is appropri- 
ate, but some of us can't wear a dress or a 
cute top without having to add an uncom- 
fortable jacket that just ruins a perfectly 


JENNIFER CLEMENT 
StaffWriter 


good outfit. 

There is also the rather odd rule that 
both male and females cannot wear bandanas 
in school. They say it is because it could be 
gang related. | find that downright ridiculous 
because it seems very stereotypical. 

The only gangs that have bandanas are 
from cartoons and old movies. What is the 
point in that? Bandanas are not the most 
famous fashion among students, but it is still 
odd. 

In addition to my ranting, another ques- 
tion | have is, “what is wrong with wearing 
pajama pants to school?” | personally do not 
wear them to school, but | have seen people 
who do. 

Why take away their right to wear what 
they want? Why can people wear whatever 
they want to Walmart, but not school? 

It also says in the handbook that you 
cannot wear clothing made of open mesh or 
sheer material that exposes undergarments 
or skin. 

| understand that showing your under- 


code is too strict? 


fm Yes 
HH No 


garments is not good at school, or anywhere 
else in public, but what is so wrong about 
showing just a little skin? | am not talking 
about walking around nude, but as long as 
you cannot see anything that should not be 
seen, you should be alright. | want to wear 
what | want! 

Why is it that when you get in trouble for 
what you wear, you can be assigned a deten- 
tion or in-school suspension? They treat this 
like it’s a crime. It's not like you crashed your 
car into the art room or kicked a puppy. 
Wearing what you want is not, and should 
not, be considered a crime. 

| am not a fan of the dress code, but it 
could be so much worse, and | think that we 
are just lucky that we don’t have to wear 
uniforms yet! 

The dress code at Northwest has some 
very strange rules, and some of them should 
not even be enforced. | think that they are 
strict, but some of the rules are good. Maybe 
in the future, their rules will be followed and 
they will have some meaning to them. 


*Out of 397 
students polled 


DRESS CODE NEEDS TO BE MORE STRICT 


Though many 
claim that the dress 
code is too strict, | feel 
that it's too lax. The 
school has recently al- 
lowed yoga pants back 
into the school; and | 
find myself asking why 
is it so important that 
you must wear your yoga pants? 

This is a school: a place to learn, not hang 
out with friends. You are expected to look 
presentable from the time you walk into the 
school, until the time you leave. This is not 
like you rolled out of bed and threw on what- 
ever was lying around. 

Presentable means to have a t-shirt on 
that covers what needs to be covered. Jeans 
should not be torn. As for everything else, 
check in the student handbook. 

The complaints about girls not being able 
to show shoulders is ridiculous. You are at 
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school: you don’t need to show off a “cute 
top” or new dress. You are expected to 
show up every day Monday to Friday looking 
presentable. If you want to “look cute,” then 
go somewhere else. Not everybody wants 
to see how cute you look in that new top or 
whatever it is. 

I've heard numerous complaints not just 
in school, but out of school, about females 
being overly sexualized and | ask you to look 
at fashion over the last 50 years. Take note of 
the fact that clothes have become more and 
more revealing, escalating quickly in the early 
2000s. 

Women complain that they are just sex 
objects and yet do next to nothing about it 
and instead continue to wear more and more 
reavealing clothing. thought that girls would 
be welcoming to the idea that there is a place 
where they can wear clothes that cover them 
or cannot be considered sexual and use it 
as an excuse as to why they do not keep up 


with the latest fashion. 

I've heard fewer complaints from guys 
mostly because of the fact that we don't 
obsess over what shirt goes with what pants. 
We just show up in a t-shirt jeans, or some 
variation, and there is no problem. 

There are still problems that arise and 
should be addressed, such as jeans with holes. 
I can only say buy a new pair; nobody wants 
to see your knees. 

To the students that wear their pants 
around their ankles, just pull them up; it's not 
gangster, it's just dumb. The low riding pants 
started in prisons. So if you want to continue 
to alook like someone that had to be locked 
up behind bars, then go for it because he or 
she cannot function properly in society. 

The school needs to tighten up the very lax 
dress code before it gets out of hand more 
than it already is. f we do not do something 
soon, uniforms could possibly be in our 
future. 
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DIGITAL MEDIA 2 GIVES BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 


Bisiana Luevano 
Editor-in-Chief 


Northwest has taken a step forward 
during the past months, whether it was 
through the advancement in technology, 
the change in scheduling, or the difference 
on which types of foods were permitted 
on the premises. 

Yet, these are not the only changes that 
have been taking place. 

Digital Media 2, a class taught by busi- 
ness teacher Colleen Childers, has taken it 
to next level during the 2014-2015 school 
year. 

Since August, the students of this class 
have been in collaboration with vari- 
ous activity groups in an effort to create 
commercials that would help expose what 
Northwest has to offer. The class has also 
been in contact with the STRIV group in 
order to successfully stream live video feed 
of ongoing sport games and activities. 

In recent events, the Digital Media 2 class 
has been presented with another project 
for the year. This project will be filmed and 
produced by senior Treyton Carey, senior 
Bibiana Luevano, junior Austin Fransisco, 
junior Monica Lopez and Childers. 

“This big of a project is entirely new to 
us, even as a class... it will definitely be a 
great experience.” Carey said. 

The project deals with the training 
course given to future State Troopers at 
the Nebraska State Patrol Training Acade- 
my. The 56th Basic Recruit Class will begin 
on the 20th of October, and it will be the 


main event in which Northwest students 
will collect the footage needed to create 
the recruitment video. 

“[Our purpose is] to help the State 
Troopers recruit new people who would 
[be drawn to] the ‘intensity’ of it. [In fact, 
we already] have quite a few ideas written 
out” Carey said. 

This project will be done during school 
hours, yet there will be no real limit as to 
when filming will be conducted. 

“We may be involved in after school 
concepts, such as videotaping the current 
State Patrol trainees,” Carey said 

The mood of the video will be serious 
and shed light on what future Troopers 
have signed up for. 

“It will be a serious and intense video, 
showing the actual training, exercises, and 
the hard work of the state troopers. We 
will not be making it look fun and like the 
“greatest” job ever, we will make it look 
difficult and [show that it will require 
immense] dedication to [gain a] State 
Trooper position,” Carey said. 

The video's purpose is to help shed 
light on the intesnsity of becoming a State 
Trooper. 

“I want the video to show just how hard 
it is to be a part of the State Patrol, be- 
cause no one really knows how hard it is, 
until they've [actually become part of the 
organization],” Lopez said 

The idea for the recruitment video was 
conjured up by Sergeant Tony Kavan along 
with a few other assigned troopers at the 


training facility. 

“The State Patrol is unique among law 
enforcement agencies in our state because 
of our culture. I'm hoping that a solid re- 
cruiting video will attract people who will 
“buy in” to what we are,” Sergeant Kavan 
said. 

Although the budget for procuring such 
a video was a limiting factor, they have 
found a way to overcome such restrictions 
with help from outside sources. 

“| asked my wife [sophomore English 
teacher Beth Kavan] if there were any 
audio/visual classes that would be inter- 
ested in doing this [project] for us. She 
gave me Colleen’s name and contact 
information. Colleen and | worked out an 
exchange to where I'd come and talk to 
her career classes and [in return] she'd put 
her minions to work on this for me. [I'm 
absolutely excited to work with the Digital 
Media students on this project]. My hope 
is that by involving high school students 
we can engage you guys in the future of 
our agency. Since you folks ‘are the future’ 
maybe the process of making a recruiting 
video will interest one of you in being a 
Trooper someday,” Sergeant Kavan said 

Sergeant Kavan explains his hopes and 
expectations for the recruitment video. 

“I'd like the video to focus on how diffi- 
cult our training academy, or ‘Camp’ as we 
refer to it, is. My hope is that some people 
will see that and feel challenged by it. I'd 
also like [to see] people who maybe aren't 
interested in law enforcement to come our 


Digital Media 2 students pose at a STRIV event in 
Henderson, NE. (Front row: Stetson Guyette, Jacob 
Enck Monica Lopez. Back row: Austin Fransisco, 
Bibiana Luevano, Treyten Carey) 


way with a greater appreciation for what 
their Troopers go through, [in order] to 
earn that title,” Sergeant Kavan said. 

Sergeant Kavan is a passionate partici- 
pant of this recruitment video. He has been 
an assigned trainer at the academy for 18 
months, and is excited to get the ball roll- 
ing on this project. 

“Law enforcement agencies in general 
are having a hard time getting quality peo- 
ple, and the State Patrol is no exception. In 
my not so humble opinion, we are the best 
law enforcement agency in the state and it 
is literally the best job anyone could ever 
hope for. So yes, you could say I'm passion- 
ate,” Sergeant Kavan said. 


NW STAFF RECALL THE ACTS OF A SUPERINTENDENT 


r: 
Joseph Toczek 
Superintendent of 
Northwest High School 
1980-2001 
employee of Northwest 
school district 
for 26 years 
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Joseph J. Toczek, or Joe to most, was a super- 
intendent, a friend, a mentor and more. Though 
most students might draw a blank to the name, 
his contributions are remembered by veteran 
teachers of Northwest. 

Toczek passed away on Saturday, Sept. 20 due 
to complications in the cancer treatments he 
was receiving 

On the day of his funeral service, a total of 
more than one thousand participants attended; 
from teachers to friends to past students, it 
would be clear that the legacy of Toczek would 
not be one to be easily forgotten. 

The teachers who were hired by Toczek are 
the more likely to have the fondest memories of 
him. 

“| knew Joe really well and was hired by him 
He is one of the kindest and fairest human be- 
ings | have known,” reminisced history teacher 
Mike Shafer. 

Toczek also provided a helping hand to 
teachers who had once been struggling to find a 
stable source of income. 


“| was hired by him about 14 years ago. | was 
looking for a job as a teacher but could not find 
one until | met Joe while working at jiffy Lube. 
He is the reason | am a teacher to this day,” said 
science teacher Dave Olson. 

Some staff members of Northwest can recall 
Toczek from farther into their past. 

“L worked under him for 9 years, [and] knew 
him as a student before then. | remembered 
that he cared a lot for the students and staff 
of Northwest,” said business manager Sharon 
Placke. 

Toczek proved to be aman that left a good 
impression on teachers and staff who had 
worked under him since their first day of work. 

“He was the one who hired me; though | only 
knew him through the school,| did know he was 
a good man who took care of the teachers and 
made Northwest what it is today,” said science 
teacher Jeff Paige. 

Toczek was also known to provide staff and 
students with advice that some, like Shafer, have 
held for many years 

“One of the most predominant pieces of 
advice provided by Joe was this, Life is like a roll 


of toilet paper; the more you use it, the faster it 
will go,” Shafer said. 

Other teachers received a bit more critical 
and blunt advice. 

“He always said that challenging students was 
the key to tapping their full potential.” which he 
follows in his daily teaching routine even today.” 
Olsen said 

Toczek was a driving force in Northwest's 
path according to some like Shafer, who made 
a comparison to Toczek and Tom Osborne, by 
saying, “Joe is to Northwest as Tom Osborne is 
to football.” 

Staff had agreed that without Toczek North- 
west today would not be the same school. 

“Joe is the major reason Northwest is 
the school it is today,’ Placke and Olsen said. 
Comments on Toczek’s character were made as 
well. 

“He was a terrific human being; | had never 
heard him raise his voice at anyone; it was just 
the kind of person he was,” 

Toczek left a legacy to remember. 

“Without a doubt, he made contributions 
that made Northwest what it is,’ Olsen said. 


THE DEAD WALK INTO STUDENTS’ LIVES 


Ten AgnoLo 
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The Walking Dead premiered on October 31, 2010 on AMC. The 


ip Walking Dead TV show was orignaly based on a graphic novel of the 


same name, yet many changes were made to plot in order to make it 
into the TV Series that fans love. 

The show depicted a post-apocalyptic world in which a small group 
of survivors are led by Rick Grimes. This group sets out on a journey 
to find a safe haven in their zombie-ridden world 

The story line may be found as simplistic to some, but the Season 4 
premiere of The Walking Dead had drawn over 16.| million viewers, 

The series begins with an introduction of Grimes, who was involved 
in ashootout that lead to an injury and a several week long coma. 
Upon awaking, he finds that his wife and son are missing and encoun- 
ters two survivors, Morgan Jones and his son Duane. 

As the group proceeds outside the city, Rick meets up with his wife 
Lori and his son Carl hiding from the zombies, or as the show com- 
monly refers to them, "Walkers." 

Several new cast members are introduced throughout the season 
and the gorup eventually makes it back to the CDC center before the 
season draws to an end. 

Season 2 was probably the biggest one of them yet, as critics have 
called it one of the best in The Walking Dead series. The review site, 
rottentomatos.com, has given season 2 an overal rating of 97%. 

The Walking Dead is no stranger to character deaths. So when sea- 
son 5 came around, many fans speculated on which characters would 
be the ones to die 

There were also several thoughts on what would follow, especially 
with Grimes’ mental state quickly declining. Fans were shocked with 


how Rick and the group immediately took action right from the start, 
instead of trying to negotiate, 

Many expected the Terminus residents to be the main antagonists 
for several episodes, but not only did Grimes’ group escape in a single 
episode they also learned that Terminus was at one point a sanctuary 
but had gone downhill fast with several traumatic events changing the 
mental state of all the citizens to a more dark and twisted side. 

Students at Northwest school have taken a major liking to the 
show. 

"| first heard about The Walking Dead from my younger brother, 
Danny. He was watching it on Netflix and it seemed interesting to me 
Of course he was watching the fourth season, so | was hopelessly at a 
loss, but it seemed interesting," Senior Evelyn Bolanos said 

Another student was encaptured by the zombie ridden episodes by 
afriend 

A friend started watching it while | was at their house, | grew curi- 
ous and started watching it on my own, [Now] I'm a pretty big fan of 
The Walking Dead," Sophomore Chance Boersen said 

As afan of this fandom, students have their own preference in 
characters, 

“'Michonne is my favorite character because she was quite and kept 
to herself. found that to be relatable," Boersen said. 

The plot of this TV series is a factor that students may enjoy. 

Its different from other TV shows that are aired.| enjoy following 
the characters as they try and survive in an Zombie world,” Boersen 
said 

Students enjoy the show enough to even recommend it to other 
classmates. 

‘| would recomend this show to anyone who likes an 
apocalyptic world," Boersen said 


The Walking Dead Fans: 25% 
Nits, Supernatural Fans: 16% 


ne 
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Supernatural is a ten season show about two brothers 
fighting demons, angels, and other monsters. Their mother died 
from a demon in a horrible way when they were young, and 
that is how they got involved in the family business 

There is Dean Winchester, the older brother who dedicates 
his life to "fighting the good fight.” The shows other beloved 
character is the youngest brother, Sam Winchester. Sam desper- 
ately wants to stop hunting the supernatural forces on Earth 
and to become normal, yet he always manages to get pulled 
back into the thick of things 

Shows are recommended to people all the time through 
friends and family. One Northwest student became hooked on 
the Supernatural fandom through one of these sources. 

“| started watching this show last year when someone 
recommended it to me and my sister. | remember after starting 
one episode | was hooked, Almost all my free time was taken 
up watching them, Junior Calley Mayer said 

Another student fell in love with the show and was seem- 
ingly forever sentenced to a life of Supernatural obsession. 

"| started to watch this show about a year ago because my 
friend was always talking about it. | started watching it, and 
now | am more obsessed with it than she is.! watched all nine 
seasons in like five months,” Junior Kengy Boersen said 

The increasing popularity of Supernatural was a factor that 
helped another student become a fan of the hour long episodes. 

"My friend got me started on [Supernatural through] 
Pinterest and | realized that Supernatural was a huge fandom, 
so | looked into it and it turned out to be a really cool show, 
Junior Kyra Baker said. 

ATV show such as Supernatural drew in another student 
due to the context and atmosphere that the plot contains 

"| love this show because of how much it has to do with 
the importance of family. The fact that Dean is always looking 


STUDENTS OBSESS OVER SUPERNATURAL 


out for Sam and Bobby. He will do anything to make sure the 
people he loves is always safe! [| also like] the fact that this 

is supposed to be ahorror show, but its more suspenseful 
Somethings get intense, but its not terrifying Another thing is 
the way they have Demons versus Angels. [I also enjoy the fact 
that] Angels don't understand how things on Earth go, and how 
Demons like to cause us issues! Just the whole conflict makes 
the show very interesting” Boersen said 

‘Another Northwest student has come to asimiliar conclu- 
sion on the attraction that this show presents. 

" Jove this show because it is not just some horrar show 
full of the supernatural, its deeper than that. It has to do with 
life, lessons and family. The brothers Sam and Dean would 
literally do anything for each other, at one point or another 
they have both sold their souls for the other: Supernatural has 
humor; love, loss, anger, happiness, suspense and so much more 
It doesn’t make Sam and Dean seem perfect, they have flaws 
just like real people would have," Mayer said. 

Everyone enjoys the show for various reasons, some of it 
based on the wide branch of Supernatural fans that exist 

"'Being able to share the experience with others, because 
there are a lat of people in the fandom,” Baker said 

The show provides an entertaining plot line, and continues 
to feed the addictive behavior a certian student had for the 
fandom, 

"| would recommend this show anyone! It has a fun story 
line that keeps you interested and never gets boring, It keeps 
you wanting more even when the season ends," Boersen said 

Although Supernatural may not be a show for everyone, 
some students would recommend it to anyone that has an 
interest in this genre 

"| would honestly recommend this show to everyone. Its 
not just for girls or guys, teens or adults. There is never a dull 
moment with this show and when these actors are together” 
Mayer said. 


art, visit our 
ite @ 


ordpress.com 


DoOcTOR WHO REELS IN STUDENTS 


Ter Cewenr 
Stoff Writer 

"So... all of time and space, everything that ever hap- 

pened or ever will-where do you want to start!" 

Doctor Who is a television program about an alien of 
the race called, Time Lord, who calls himself, "the Doctor” 
He is from within the constellation of Kasterborous, 
Which is made up of seven suns, and there lies the Doc- 

tors home planet, Gallifrey. 

The Doctor one day "borrowed" [stole] a time ma- 
chine called a-AR.DILS [time and relative dimension in 
space] which got"'stuck" in the form of a 1950s Police 
Public Call Box that has an abundant interior space and 
allows him to go anywhere in time and space. He often 
g08s to distant planets and other time periods to stop 
evil, and he always has help from his companions who 
travel with him, 

When the Doctor is dying or is about to die, he can 
cheat death with a little trick all Time Lords can do which 
is known as regeneration. The Doctor has so far regener- 
ated 13 times, and even though the Doctor has had many 
faces and many lives, he is still the same man just with a 
different face 

Doctor Who is the longest running sci-fi series that 
has been on television screens for the past 50 years since 


it first broadcasted on November 23rd, 1963, have had 
807 episodes aired 

‘The Whovian fandom has been the Sth largest fandom 
on the internet, and some of them even include North- 
west students 

t's a universe that is bigger than anything we could 
comprehend, teeming with life and adventure through all 
of time and space," Junior Alli Mehring said, 

The show has been found to be interesting by stu- 
dents and provides a large amount of hidden clues 

[You can] watch it over and over and [still] catch new 
things about it!” Junior Ceanna Owens said. 

There are students who have either added the 
program to their daily watch list, or have seen only one 
episode, and then there are those that watch this TV 
series only. 

Doctor Who it’s the only one [of the four shows] I've 
seen/’ Junior Aleesa Korell said, 

One student who was drawn into the unique story 
line decided to follow the series 

“I liked it] because it was creepy and | wanted to see 
how it ended. Yeah [| wanted to watch more],” Senior 
Erika Saddler said. 

"We're all stories in the end. Just make it a good one 
eh?” 


Doctor Who Fans: 8%” 
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SHERLOCKIANS LIVE AMONG NORTHWEST 


Bisiana Lusvano 
Editor-in-Chief 

"The name is Sherlock Holmes and the address is 221B Baker 
Street!" 

Anyone who was an outright fan of the 2010 BBC Sherlock 
TM. Series would immediately have been able to pinpoint the exact 
time and place Sherlock uttered these particular words, the person 
to whom he was speaking with, and the circumstances in which this 
statement was procured 

For those students unfortunate to have not experienced such a 
show, here is a small recap. 

The show follows a man by the name of Sherlock Holmes and his 
partner in crime, former military doctor John Watson. As the only 
consulting detective alive, Sherlock proceeds to busy himself by 
intruding on Detective Lestrade's crime scenes, before solying them 
within minutes and astounding the "simpletons" that surrounds him. 

Despite his annoying composure, and with the help of Watson's 
constant blogging of their "adventures," Sherlock gains a respect- 
able enough reputation. Yet not all is deemed well, for with his 
growing fame, new members arise, and more dangerous games 
become afoot 

"This [show] was one that | watched from start to finish and 
really enjoyed. | think | could definitely say it is one of my top favor- 
ites," Senior Elizabeth Donovan said 

Both friends and family are affected by the transition from 
“normal teen” to "Sherlockian teen.” Rapid fluctuations in moods, 
an increase in obsessive nature, and high levels of fanatic behavior 
towards the fandom are some of the symptoms that these victims 
may display. 

*[Having become a Sherlockian] is tearing my family apart. Thank- 
fully I'm getting help and will be until the new season comes out,” 
Senior Kaylee Cellar said 

However, some Northwest students have received a more com- 
pliant and acceptable reaction, 

“My mom saw me listening to the album from the shaw and 
said'Oh! You watch that show?" and | was all ike 'You know about 
this show!" and she was all like ‘Even your dad likes this show; " 
Donovan said 


There are those who can recall the first time they lost their 
first tooth, or the first time that they received the best Christmas 
present ever, and then, there are those who can recall their first 
time watching Sherlock Holmes 

“When | got back from the San Diego band trip, | spent the rest 
of winter vacation vegging-out in front of my laptop watching the 
whole thing episode to episode,” Donovan said 

Others have been fans of the show for a longer amount of time 

"About two years ago | found it on Netflix and after spending 
the whole day [being] busy, [I] splurged on the show and watched 
all the episodes in one night,” Cellar said 

Everyone has their own preference for a favorite character, 
and the series of Sherlock Holmes provides a variety to pick and 
choose from, 

[My favorite character is] Molly Hooper. That poor girl needs 
araise and a pat on the back [after] breaking up with Moriarty,” 
Cellar said 

Yet, there is the obvious favorite amongst Sherlockians. 

“ [My favorite character is probably] Sherlock, because | love 
Benedict Cumberbatch as the actor” Donovan said. 

This peculiar character, aman who has dubbed himself a highly 
functioning sociopath rather than a mere psychopath, has wriggled 
his way into the hearts and minds of students and teachers alike. 
The dedication that these fans express towards the characters may 
seem extreme to some, yet may fall into the lines of normalcy for 
others, 

| often worry that | talk about my shows, books, and movies 
too much for the average person, | have afew shows where | will 
defend it to the end of the line,” Cellar said 

Yet, how far does this dedication really amount to? How would 
Sherlockian fans react in response to a comparison of the BEC 
Sherlock and the R.DjJ. Sherlock movie? 

"| only saw part of the RD] Sherlock, but | think I'd still prefer 
the BBC show,| like how they introduce different aspects of the 
character and add their own spin to him" Donovan said 

Others have a different opinion. 

"Like in a fight! Robert's taking Benedict down, Like in character 
development! RD| all the way. In looks! Benedict's hain” Cellar said. 


STUDENTS LOOK FORWARD TO 


GINW CHANGES ELIGIBILITY 
LIST FOR STUDENT ACTIVITIES 


JENNIFER CLEMENT 


StaffWriter 


School has been in session for a 
couple of months, and the faculty has 
already started to crack down on 
students who are failing one or more 
classes. A student who is failing one 
class or more cannot participate with 
their group or team until they get 
their grade up. 

This can be devastating to the stu- 
dent, and can overall affect the team 
and their performance. It could also 
affect parents and teachers due to the 
stress that it brings. 

“We have given them a Chrome- 
book for a reason, and | am con- 
stantly talking to students about what 
their grades are, and they tell me that 
they have no idea. think they need 
to be aware of it. [] think] they need 
to check their grades as often as 
they check their cell phones. If there 
are missing assignments, [they need 
to start] communicating with their 
teachers,” school counselor Linda 
Kieselhorst said. 

Coaches and directors do not 
enjoy having to tell their students 
that they cannot partake in an activity 
over one failed test or because the 
student “forgot” to hand in a paper 
that was due weeks ago. Some stu- 


dents get upset with them. Directors 
and coaches just want the best for 
their athletes. 

“lam a big believer in students 
participating in extra activities as 
many life lessons can be learned 
through these experiences. However, 
priority should be on academics as 
‘knowledge is power.” There is a 
standard of excellence in the class- 
room that needs to be accounted for. 
If students are at risk of becoming 
academically ineligible, they need to 
spend more time with their studies. 
The extra time spent studying with 
extra help that teachers are willing to 
give can allow the student to improve 
their grades,” boys basketball coach 
Ryan Rathke said 

Students in sports or music typi- 
cally have to work harder in school 
Studies show that being in an activ- 
ity while in high school helps teach 
a person to be more organized and 
collective. 

With practices that run late into 
the night, away games that are hours 
away, it can be hard to think about 
grades or the stacks of homework 
students have due tomorrow. 

If students spent more time with 
homework and school work, then 
they can still participate in the activity 
they enjoy. 


FAVORITE SHOWS RETURNING 


Austin FRANSISCO 


StaffWriter 


Television is a pastime that many people en- 
joy. It is more accessible and in a larger quantity 
than other forms of media which makes nearly 
anyone be able to watch it. Because of this there 
are a large number of TV shows to watch. 

While programs air one season every year, 
they take a two to three-month period (usu- 
ally during 
the summer) 
to produce 
new content 
for the next 
season. This 
period of time 
is known as 
a hiatus and 
most shows 
have it. 

The beginning of fall marks the end of the 
hiatus for many shows. Some popular programs 
that are returning are Doctor Who, Supernatu- 
ral, Arrow, Once Upon a Time, The Walking 
Dead, American Horror Story, and as well as 
others. These shows have or are about to come 
back in full force for the fall. 

After a summer of watching reruns on 
Netflix or catching up on missed episodes many 
people are getting ready to watch the programs 
come back to a weekly schedule. 

Some of the returning shows have only 
been airing for one or two seasons such as 


Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. and The Blacklist. Other 
shows such as Supernatural and Doctor Who 
have been airing for several years. This fall, fan- 
doms new and old are given something to look 
forward to. 

Many of the students probably have a list of 
shows that they are ready to get back to watch- 
ing.With the return of these shows, students 
have voiced their excitement. 

“I'm excited for Once Upon a Time, Ameri- 
ca’s Next Top 
Model, Doctor 
Who, and 
About a Boy 
to come back, 

senior Alanna 

Wedige said. 

“{am very 
happy be- 
cause a lot of 
them ended 
in cliffhangers and I'm excited to find out what 
happens next,” Wedige said. 

“I'm really excited for Doctor Who and I'm 
also excited for Arrow to come back,” senior 
Eliott Kosmicki said. 

Everyone most likely has a show they are 
looking forward to returning There are also a 
plethora of new shows that will accompany the 
returning shows. 

New or old, these shows will be beginning 
their new season from September and onwards. 
“Lam really excited to get to have all of 

these shows to watch again,” Kosmicki said. 
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OCULUS FAILS TO BRING SPOOKY TO OCTOBER 


Matt Morrett 
StaffWriter 


A mirror. more specifically a movie about a mirror, a 
killer mirror. What is there to say about this movie except 
that it's a trip, and a slightly confusing one at that. 

Though to be honest, I'm not even sure the ending was 
real, as it's nearly impossible to determine if most of the 
events in this movie are truly happening or if it's just what 
the character is deceived to believe. For now, let's leave 
that for later discussion: 

So here's how this train, soon to be wreck, starts; a 
21-year-old man who was accused of murdering his father 
ten years ago and has resided in a mental facility for his 
incarceration 

Though the movie does not say until later, you'll be able 
to figure out who the troublemaker of the killings are. 

Anyway, he gets out of the facility and surprise, surprise 
who else but his slightly crazed sister, Kaylie, contacts 
him to... wait for it, go back and confront the mirror that 
“caused” him to be accused of killing his father. What a 
great idea! That will go over oh so well 

And | guess she works for some auction company for 
antiques and it just so happens that this mirror is being 
sold the exact time her brother is getting out, because you 
know how that always happens in real life or whatever. 

She is also dating the owner of this auction company 
where the mirror is up for bid... wow, were these produc- 


main protagonist.” 

Anyway, you get past the first 30-minute mark of the 
movie and now here's where stuff becomes stupidly con- 
fusing. It goes back and forth and back and forth between 
when they [Kaylie and Tim] were young and the current 
time period. This isn’t just occuring for a short period of 
time: no, no, it goes like this for the entire length of the 


movie. 


Wonderful. 

So after you've popped in some Advil to deal with the 
headache of trying to understand what's actually happen- 
ing you do learn that ten years ago, Kaylie and Tim moved 


with 
caus 


ers sitting behind a table and discussing like - “Yea yea, no 
one's gonna notice that all these events seem to happen 
at the exact same time and in a way so convenient for the 


their family into a new house where this mirror 
ced all this mess. 


Now one would assume that “Oh, this killer/psychotic 


mirror was there before they moved in.” 

Nope, while the mother, Marie Rusell, is talking to the 
father, Alan Russell, the movers are moving the mirror 
into the house. 

| guess they were trying to create a unique and inter- 
esting concept during this movie production by not fol- 
lowing other horror movie plot lines in which the haunted 
item would already be in the house. Yet, must say that 
this creates holes in the story. 

What | mean is that if the mirror was being moved 
from place to place killing people, [which is explained 
shortly into the movie by the Kaylie, the sister], wouldn't 
‘one say, “Oh man, this mirror seems to be in ownership 
of the deceased shortly before they die and should not 
be distributed to anyone else?” | guess not, so | rolled my 
eyes and went on. 

Further into the movie, Kaylie has Tim go to their 
childhood home and | guess she became a member of the 
Ghostbusters or whatever as she has an elaborate setup 
of traps, cameras and temperature readers to record any 
paranormal activity and then a lot of people die. 

Basically this movie is a borefest for the first 35-40 
minutes and then you get your occasional “scary” points 
later on, but they are not really all that scary. Mostly the 
producers aimed at creating a monster that looks like a 
white girl without her instagram filter. Not really frighten- 
ing to me but your scaredness level may differ. 

So anyway, you get to the last few minutes of this mov- 
ie not scared, quite confused, bored and thinking "Wow, 
I'm glad | just got 105 minutes older watching this.” 


A NEW GAME MAKES A SMASHING IMPRESSION 


Austin FRANsisco 
StaffWriter 

Super Smash Bros. for 3DS is a very great idea from Nintendo. 
It has the competitive nature of the console version but present 
on a portable device. 

If you are unfamiliar with Super Smash Bros, | will give you a 
quick explanation. Smash Bros. is a fighting game made by Nin- 
tendo based around characters from various Nintendo games. The 
goal of these game is to knock your opponent|s] off of the stage 
to win the game. 

Up to four people can play at a time and matches can become 
very competitive. This series has been going on since 1999 with 
Smash Bros. 3DS being the fourth game in the series. 

Despite the previous games all being on consoles, the 3DS ver- 
sion feels right at home with the rest of the series. Using the 3DS 
instead of a controller is feels off at first but after a match or two 
it feels just as comfortable as the controller. 

The gameplay is pretty much the same as it has been for the 
past 15 years which is not a bad thing The controls are very fluid 
and responsive. As with every new Smash game, new characters 
and stages are added. 

Some of the new fighters include Mega Man, Pac Man, Rosa- 
lina, and the Duck Hunt Dog. My only complaint about the new 


charcters is that some of them feel like copies of older characters. 


These new characters are all welcome additions to the roster 
which now has a total of 49 characters. 

With this new generation of games, several new stages have 
been added. The new stages are new and creative such as the Pac 
Maze, and the Boxing Ring. Some of the older stages have also 


returned, but it feels like they used too many of 
the old stages. About one third of the stages are 
reused from past games which is slightly disap- 
pointing. 

In addition to the classic modes, a new play 
mode called Smash Run has been added. In it 
players collect stat upgrades while fighting en- 
emies. They then use these upgrades in a special 
event and a winner is chosen in the end. This 
mode can be played alone or with some friends 
who also have the game. 

Among everything in the game this is a wel- 
come addition to the series. 

Although the game is very good there are still 
some problems with it.The lack of an adventure 
mode is disappointing as it was an enjoyable 
aspect of the other games. 

Another disappointing aspect is the amount 
of online lag. If you play locally, the game runs 
smoothly, but if someone is farther away there 
are problems. This will probably be fixed in an 
update but at release it is annoying. 

Despite some minor grievances, Super Smash 
Bros. for 3DS is a great addition to the series. | 


would recommend this game to any 3DS owner | 


as it is one of the best games the system offers. 
There is aWiiU version of the game coming out 
on November 21, but for now we have the great 
3DS version 
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